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the past decade resulted in 
the election of ASI president 
Jon Haberstroh and Vice 
President Jonathan Bolin. 
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4,057 of 35360 students 
_ their online 
ASI Elections. Ballots closed. 
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11.5% 


This year’s ASI 
Elections brought 
out a total of 4,057 
voters, as of 10:06 
p.m. Wednesday. 


2015 


THE VOTES ARE IN 


The Associated Students Inc. is announcing the results of the election at noon on the University Student Union Southwest Terrace on n Thursday. As of 9:13 p.m., 
3972 students voted for next year’s ASI government. This is an 11.2 percent voter turnout. 
This voter turnout is the fifth highest in the past 10 years. The highest voter turnout in university history was in 2013, ASI Secretary Laura Butt said. That group of 
students elected John Haberstroh and Jon Bolin for president and vice president, respectively. 
Over the past ten years, voter turnout ranged from just over 3 percent to nearly 20 percent. 2007 recorded the lowest turnout in the past ten years, at 1,027 voters. 


Long Beach officials 
have two long- | 
term plans aimed 
at improving living 
conditions in West 
Long Beach in the 
works. 


By GENE KUMAGAI 
Contributing Writer 


Livable West Long Beach will exit its 
planning stages in May, following the 
first Long Beach Development Services 


community workshop, which took | 


place in December 2014. 


Residents provided feedback on Liy- 
able West Long Beach, a set of plans 
and projects for improving quality_of 
life near the Port of Long Beach, at a 
community workshop last week. 

“We asked the residents to define 
what quality of life means to them in 


West Long Beach,” Brant Birkeland, the - 


planner for Long Beach Development 
Services, said. 

Residents said that access to clean 
air and water, jobs, goods and services 
and safe neighborhoods were their aE 
priorities. 

Birkeland said that Livable West 
Long Beach entered its planning stages 
during the summer of 2014, following a 
$300 thousand grant from the Board of 
Harbor Commissioners. 

The plan includes policies for im- 
proving air quality and public transpor- 


tation, separating industrial work from 
residential areas and creating parks. 
“Although we have a ton of plans in 
place, we haven't really done a great job 
of implementing those plans,’ Birke- 
land said. “The implementation [of Liv- 


‘able West Long Beach] is longer term 


without a definitive completion date.” 

Some aspects of the plan are policies 
that can go into effect relatively quickly, 
while others are construction projects 
that could take years to complete. 

LEDS is also working on Green Ter- 
minal Island, a plan for decommission- 
ing the Terminal Island section of the 
1-710 freeway and replacing it with a 
local thoroughfare and greenbelt. 

GTI would move freight traffic to 
different roads and include upgrades to 
the Intermodal Container Transfer Fa- 


cility, which manages shipping for the. 


Westside prepares for a facelift 


port, said Ira Brown, the city planner 
for LBDS. The California Department 
of Transportation supplied a $225,000 
grant to fund the planning of GTI. 

“The scope of the grant is pretty 

narrow, Brown. said. “We don't have 
enough funding to do any of the en- 
gineering or conduct any studies, only 
coming up with a community vision.” 
_ Birkeland said that Livable West 
Long Beach and GTI are both city 
projects, and pulled from existing city 
efforts. 

“Clean streets, clean neighborhoods 
and other things like that can be taken 
care of by volunteer efforts,” Birkeland 
said. “There may not be a responsible 
party for implementing certain plans 
and projects. 

As with Livable West Long Beach, 
residents affected by GTI reported pri- 


oritizing air quality and environmental 
protection, Birkeland and Brown both 
said. 

“There's some discussion of jobs as 
well, improving quality and having any- 
thing we do when we decommission 
the freeway not have a negative impact 
on jobs,” Brown said. 

Birkeland and Brown both con- 
firmed that residents emphasized the 
use of drought-tolerant, native plant 
life for park spaces and the GTI green- 
belt. 

“Anything we do would be 
drought-tolerant and native? Brown 
said. “But some [non-native] plants 
would be put in place for the purpose 
of air quality” 

Interested individuals can visit the 
LBDS website to find out how they can 
contribute. 
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Dr. Ssendi Bede Siena speaks at the African Distinguished Speaker Series in the Karl Anatol Center 


on Wednesday. 


Distinguished African speaker series 


takes place on campus 


CSULB hosted a former 
professor to promote 
the graduation of black 


By RHIANNON WILLIAMS» 
Contributing Writer 


After immigrating to the United 
States, Dr. Emeritus Ssendi Ssensalo 
worked as a professor at California 
State University, Long Beach for 40 
years. 

“Where I was born...my educa- 
tion and how my experiences within 
this particular culture prepared me to 
navigate through a completely differ- 


ASA speaks out about 
Armenian Genocide 


The Armenian Student 
Association encouraged 
the ASI senate to pass a 
resolution to recognize 
the Armenian Genocide. 


By Minpy LOCKHART 
Contributing Writer 


Associated Students Inc. read a resolu- 
tion on Wednesday to recognize the Ar- 
menian Genocide and commemorate its 
100th anniversary. 

The resolution called for California 
State University, Long Beach to memorial- 
ize April 24 as a day-dedicated to remem- 
bering the Armenian Genocide. 

ASI Vice President Nayiri Baghdassar- 
ian wrote the resolution herself since she is 
of Armenian descent. 

“This is something really important to 
me,” Baghdassarian said. “We have ad- 
dressed several issues, whether with ani- 
mal rights or human rights, and it went 
along with the theme of resolutions we’ve 
had to discuss already.” 

Members of the Armenian Student As- 
sociation attended the meeting and spoke 
out on the importance of recognizing the 
Armenian Genocide at CSULB. 

“Because California recognizes the 
genocide as a state, it is wrong for CSULB 
to not do so,” Alique Cherchian, a political 
science and psychology freshman, said. 

The Armenian Genocide occurred from 
1915 to 1923. 2015 marks the 100th an- 
niversary of the genocide. The Ottoman 
Empire killed an estimate of 1.5 million 
Armenian men and women. 

The resolution also proposes to edu- 
cated CSULB students on the Armenian 
Genocide in conjunction with ASA. 

“Being the first genocide of the 20th 
century, it is a human rights issue and this 
campus advocates human rights,” Cher- 
chian said. “You are representing every 
student that comes here.” 


ent culture and a completely different 
environment,” Ssensalo said. 

The Africana Studies Department 
along with the African subcommittee 
of the International Education Com- 
mittee, hosted the African Distin- 
guished Speaker Series with Ssensalo 
on Wednesday. — 

“Basically he’s talking about life les- 


NewsbD4.9—ER@GMAIL.COM NE yi S 


sons that he’s learned along the way... 
{and] how he.was able to use those 
things to become successful,” Africana 
Studies Department Coordinator Har- 
vey Hunt said. 

The discussion, titled “From Ugan- 
da to the United States of America, 
From Makerere to UCLA to CSULB,” 
detailed his account of leaving Uganda 
and becoming a professor at UCLA 
and later CSULB. 

Ssensalo gave a speech detailing his 
life experiences including his tenure 
as a professor as well as giving life les- 


sons, all from an African viewpoint. 


The event featured students model- 
ing African clothes, traditional as well 
as popular music and typical African 
cuisine. 

Members of the IEC stressed the 
benefits of growth and cultural under- 
standing as well as the importance of 
tolerance, diversity and acceptance of 
other cultures. 

“Part of our charge as the subcom- 
mittee is to hold African related activi- 


_ties on campus,” Dr. Uche Ugwueze, 


the event coordinator, said. “It’ is 
necessary for our students to get to 
know more about Africa and other 
cultures...it will help students to be 
more positive towards diversity and 
have more awareness.” 

With various programs geared to- 
wards sending students to Africa to 
participate in educational and aca- 
demic courses, Ugwueze explained 
how a quality education is a mul- 

ticultural education and how it will 
increase student knowledge about the 
world. 

Ugwueze said that the event was 
especially important because it pre- 
sented and highlighted the successes 
of many distinguished people of color 
as well as how their culture played a 


role in their achievements. 

Leslie Jimenez, a doctoral student 
in the Education Leadership Program, 
said that a 2011 study of the U.S. indi- 
cated that only 9 percent of people of 
color hold or is pursuing the tenure 
track of. Of those, only 1 percent is Af- 
rican American. 

“[Dr. Ssensalo’s] status as an emeri- 
tus professor is very difficult to pur- 
sue especially as a person of color 
because that’s the highest position an 
individual could ever obtain in aca- 
demia,” said Leslie Jimenz, a Doctoral 
student in the Education Leadership 
Program. 

Students and other attendees were 
please with the nature of the event as 
both culture and academia were dis- 
cussed as being equally important to 
success. 

“T really enjoyed that they were able 
to intermarry culture with academia,” 
Jimenez said. “And highlight how 
there is value in culture and there is 
value in always remembering where 
you came from and learning how to 
embrace those ways of knowing, with- 
in your culture, how to excel in your 
life with integrity.” 

Ssensalo’s speech aimed to encour- 
age students to change their lives for 


the better and recognize what they can _ 


or need to change in order to become 
more successful. He said he hoped that 
students and other attendees would be 
able to learn from his experiences. 

“If somewhere [in my speech] they 
can find something that they can ap- 
ply to their life...” Ssensalo said. “If 
they can find something there that 
says “because of that, because of what 
I heard him say, I need to change this 
in my life or I need to work on this 
in my life, then [their] life will not be 
this way.” 


ASA reinstated this semester as a stu- 
dent organization and has 28 members. 
ASA serves CSULB as being an advocate 
for the Armenian culture and educate 
students on the genocide. 

“I want us to work towards celebrating 
our culture, celebrating our people, litera- 
ture, art and celebrate being alive,” ASA 
President Nare Mnatsakanyan said. 

California is one of the leading states 
in recognizing the Armenian Genocide. 


California passed Assembly Bill 659 in: 


Feb. 2013 that requires schools to edu- 
cate students on all genocides including 
the Armenian, Cambodian, Darfur and 
Rwandan genocides. 

The ASI senate also passed the resolu- 
tion to support sexual assault awareness 
on campus. 

The resolution initially wanted to bring 
back the University 100 course but the sen- 
ate removed it due to the fact that CSULB 
offers a similar course, University 101. 

University 100 is a course designed to 
familiarize freshman and transfer stu- 
dents to CSULB. The-course would also 
educated students on sexual assault. 

University 100 is similar to University 
101, but it does not cover everything, ASI 
Sen. Joanna Yan said. The University 101 
course focuses on educating students on 
the transition between college learning 
and life at CSULB. Yan said she has not 
given up on reinstating the University 100 
course. 

“After talking to administration, they 
can't talk about reinstating [University] 
100 but do it as a separate resolution,” Yan 
said. “We decided He might be route to 
take.” 

The sexual assault resolution will also 
utilize Carlson Bloc Tower to ring a bell 
every 107 seconds, two times a day, for 30 
minutes. 

“In addition to the Bloc tower, we are 
going to be tabling at the Women’s Re- 
source Center,” Yan said. “They are going 
to be tabling to inform and explain why 
we are doing this and not just an annoy- 
ing bell.” 


CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 


Deans of Admission Panel and Q&A Sessions 

Pre-Health Professions Fair (over 700 Programs Represented) 

Non-Traditional & Traditional Medical Student Panels 

Over 2000 Speakers (Deans of Medical and Health Professions iow 
Physicians, Pharmacists, Dentists, Public Health Professionals, Veterinarians, PAs, 


Researchers in STEM, and more!) - 


CONFERENCE WILL INCLUDE 
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Contributing Writer 


PROTECT AND SERVE 


Students interested in criminal justice maiered at a job fair 
featuring representatives from the various jobs in the field. 


By ELEXIS DELEON-BRYANT 


Criminal Justice major 
serves more than just the police 
officer or lawyer career path. 

The Criminal Justice Student 
Association hosted a job fair 
on Wednesday to help students 
network with agencies in the 
criminal justice field. 

“In our field law enforce- 
“ment is a very broad, very 
general field of work,” Officer 
Juan Morales from the Los An- 
geles Police Department and a 
CSULB alumni, said. “One of 
the things I like to tell students 
is that the best thing to do is to 
do: their homework as to what 
department they want to work 


for, what branch of law enforce- 
ment they want to work for.” 
The CJSA invited agencies 
that provide internships and 
job opportunities to students. 
The event was geared toward 
students interested in law en- 
forcement, probation, correc- 
tions and anything in the crim- 
inal justice field, Tommy Dao, 
a senior criminal justice major 
and the CJSA president, said. 
“By [attending the event] 
you get to talk to people who 
have experience inside the law 
enforcement field,” Dao said 
“Some of [these officers] are Cal 
State alumni. They share stories 


and you can feel a connection 
with them.” 


Morales said that it was an’ 


honor to help students and that 
if he won the lottery, he would 
“do law enforcement for free.” 

* “It’s a very rewarding ca- 
reer,’ Morales said. “We defi- 
nitely have the ability to make 
an impact in someone’s life. I 
think its important for a per- 
son’s success to never lose focus 
on what their dream is.” 

Customs and Border Protec- 
tion Officer and CSULB alumni 
Lucia Diaz said that she would 
advise students to research and 
know what they are actually 
getting themselves in to. 

“fLaw enforcement] is not 
easy, Diaz said. “Make sure 
you know it’s your passion.” 


-Mapison D’OrnELLAS | DAILy 49ER 
The Criminal Justice Student Association hosted a 1 job fair aimed at helping students network 
with criminal justice agencies on Tuesday. 


Congressional 
Republicans emboldened 
by Israeli vote 


WASHINGTON - Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s elec- 
tion victory all but guarantees more 
partisan rancor in Congress when it 
comes to efforts by the Obama admin- 
istration to reach a deal with Iran to 
curb its nuclear activities and throws 
into doubt the longtime U.S. goal of a 
two-state solution to Israeli-Palestin- 
ian conflict. 

Emboldened by Tuesday’s election, 
congressional Republicans trumpeted 
House Speaker John Boehner’s -deci- 
sion to have Netanyahu speak to a 
joint session of Congress, saying the 
combination of the prime minister’s 
message and victory gives them new- 
found leverage against an Iran nuclear 
deal. 

“As far as doing what Republicans 
want to do, it was a good day for all 
parties except the White House,” said 
Rep. Tim Huelskamp, R-Kan., a fre- 
quent critic of Boehner who all but 
high-fived the speaker's move to in- 
vite Netanyahu. “It strengthens. our 
position against the president’s nego- 
tiations with Iran. It makes Sen. Tom 
Cotton’s letter to Iran all that more 
valuable. It’s a big loss for Obama.” 

Tea party Republicans weren’t the 
only ones feeling emboldened. Mod- 
erates such as Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., 
also couldn’t conceal his pleasure-over 
how Netanyahu’s win complicates 
Obama’s Iran efforts. “ 

“It’s going to make it easier for Re- 
publicans to get Democrats to come 
with us,” King said. “The leader of Is- 
rael has now been reaffirmed, re-elect- 
ed, it was Netanyahu vs. Obama, at 
least in the public sphere. It’s a victory 
for Boehner and the Republicans.” 

While some allies congratulated 
Netanyahu Wednesday, and Secretary 
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of State John Kerry telephoned the 
Israeli leader, Obama held back call- 
ing him. In the two previous Israeli 
elections, Obama did not call Netan- 
yahu until he was directed by the Is- 
raeli president to form a government, 
White House press secretary Josh Ear- 
nest said. 

Earnest said it is possible a call 
could come sooner this time, but he 
would not give an exact date. Earnest 
said the U.S. will re-evaluate its ap- 
proach to “the situation moving for- 
ward,” since Netanyahu abandoned 
his support for a two-state solution 
in the campaign and then went on to 
win. 

“Tt has been the policy of the United 
States for more than 20 years that a 
two-state solution is the goal of resolv- 
ing the conflict between the Israelis 
and the Palestinian people,” Earnest 
said. “And that two-state solution has 
been pursuit of a democratic and Jew- 
ish state of Israel living side by side in 
peace and security with an indepen- 
dent and sovereign Palestinian state. 
That has been the policy of the United 
States under both Democratic and Re- 
publican presidents.” 

If the Republicans were embold- 
ened by the win, Democrats in.Con- 
gress resolved to press for the two- 
state approach and complained about 
a last-minute campaign move that 
warned Israelis about a surge of voting 
by Arab Israelis. 

“The United States and this admin- 
istration is deeply concerned by divi- 


sive rhetoric that seeks to marginalize 


Arab Israeli citizens,” Earnest said. 


- William Douglas and Anita Kumar 
McClatchy, 
Washington Bureau 
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DALE LENDRUM 
Contributing Writer 


By 1:26 p.m. Wednesday evening, a 
meager 8.4 percent of the student popu- 
lation had cast their ballots during the 
ASI elections. 

With the election closed, it appears 
that after a lengthy campaign and re- 
cord-setting voter turnout for the USU 
Referendum, students just aren’t feeling 
the ASI elections. 

That was certainly the case during 
last week’s three scheduled campaign 
events. Less than 1 percent of Califor- 
nia State University, Long Beach stu- 
dents attended either of the’ Meet and 
Greet the Candidates events. 

The Executive Debates hosted by the 
Daily 49er didn’t fare much better. 

But what is it that causes students to 
be so “turned off” to the whole student 
government elections ptocess? 

I have spent the past couple of weeks 
searching the archives of the Daily 49er 
online for student opinions of the ASI 
and its.elections over the past 15 years. 

While a number of opinions sup- 
ported student government and its 


—_—_———.:...0 
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Dale Lendrum is one of three ASI presidential candidates. 


mission, the majority referred to. ASI 
as being corrupt and overpaid money- 
grubbing crooks who don’t care about 
the plight of their constituency and 
who are out of touch. 

Interestingly enough, these were 
some of the same types of comments 
and opinions I often heard in conversa- 


. tions concerning the USU Referendum 


and vote. 

But let us take a moment to look at 
the USU Referendum in a different light 
in the hopes that students might come 
to see sharing their voice through vot- 
ing in an alternative way. 

According to California State Uni- 
versity Fee Policy Executive Order 
1054, the University Student Union Fee 
is considered a Category II fee. Under 
Executive Order 1054 the CSU Chan- 
cellor “is delegated authority for the es- 
tablishment, oversight and. adjustment 
of Category II fees.” 

Additionally, University President 
Jane Close-Conoley “is delegated au- 
thority for the oversight and adjust- 
ment of Category II fees.” 

The policy presumes that a student 


-fee referendum will be conducted be- 


fore adjusting or establishing Category 
II fees. The president, however, may 
waive the referendum requirement -- 


unless it is required by education code 
-- if he or she determines that a refer- 
endum is not the best mechanism to 
achieve appropriate and meaningful 
consultation. 

The president can adjust Category II 
fees. 


Why are students 
so apathetic 
toward voting 
for their future - 
leaders? - 


The Student Fee Advisory Commit- 
tee, the majority of which are students, 
“consider proposals and make a recom- 
mendation to the president” under Ex- 
ecuitive Order 1054 as well. 

A vote wasn’t necessarily required, 
but it was the right thing to do. 

Over the last decade, students have 
been subjected to unprecedented tu- 
ition and fee increases, and a single 


student trustee on the CSU Board of 
Trustees, rather than all students cam- 
pus-wide, voted most of these fees in, 

The USU Referendum vote took 
power and placed it right in the palm 
of students’ hands, and this is exactly 
what everyone from Chancellor White, 
to the University President, ASI, and 
the USU Board of Trustees felt the stu- 
dents deserved because they knew they 
were asking for a huge commitment. 

I think this important point was lost 


-on so many during the campaign. At 


least we were getting to vote. 


Your voice and your vote were heard — 


in record numbers. This is when stu- 
dent government works best — 

When students speak their minds. 

As a student government leader, it 
lets me know just how many students 
feel a certain way about an issue, and 
it makes my job easier by allowing me 
to fine-tune the direction my constitu- 
ency believes I should be going. 

In this case the numbers say a lot. 
Not only no, but “hell no!” The 67 per- 
cent of students who voted against the 
referendum also lets student leaders 
know that those numbers aren’t likely 
to change in the near future. 

So, we must streamline our budgets 
and find alternative methods to fund 


OPINIONS | 
From record turnout to voter burn out 


the repairs on the USU without increas- 
ing fees. 

The vote also generated 40 pages of 
student feedback that will be invaluable 
in moving forward. 

Most important of all, the voter turn- 
out helped those of us on the Student 
Fee Advisory Committee to recom- 
mend to the president that the student 
vote be upheld and that no adjustment 
be considered. 


Students should always have asayin~ - 


their money, and their government re- 
spected that. 

I guess that is how I wish others 
could see it -- as a good thing. 

Student government works best 
when students vote, and I hope you all 
at least consider looking at it as an em- 
powering opportunity = not just the 
same old thing. 

After all, look what you did with the 
referendum. 

Believe it or not, all of these candi- 
dates care and want to make a differ- 
ence, even though many of you will 
never know their names. 

Go Beach! ; 


Dale Lendrum is a senior communi- 
cation studies major. 
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Laurent Zasuton | ABACAPRESS.COM 
Models walk the runway for the Givenchy his Fall/Winter 2015-2016 
Ready-to-Wear collection show held at the Lycee Carnot in Paris, 


OpeD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


Controversy on the runway 


France, on March &, 2015. 


Jessica Wu 
Contributing Writer 


- The fashion industry is no stranger 
to controversial expression, shocking 
stunts or cultural appropriation. The 
most recent cultural appropriation of- 
fender is Givenchy designer Riccardo 
Tisci, who called his Fall 2015 show 
“Chola Victorian” and declared the 
Givenchy girl of the season as the “boss 
of the gang.” 

The Givenchy fashion show at Paris 


Fashion Week featured dual themes - 


~the Victorian aesthetic and the Mexi- 


can and Puerto Rican chola. The word 
“chola” has its origins in the Aztec 
word for dog or mutt and is typically 
used to describe Mexican immigrants 
and gangsters in a derogatory manner, 
according to the Huffington Post last 
week. 

In the 1960s, the working-class Mex- 
ican-Americans reclaimed the term as 
a means of empowerment, according to 
the Guardian in 2013. They seized and 
embraced the disparaging term and 


turned it into a word of power. Cholas 


identified themselves with aggressive 


facial piercings, sharply penciled eye- 
brows, dark lip-liners and slicked back 
hair adorned with swirls of baby curls. 

Inspired by these women, Tisci 
clothed the models in Victorian en- 
sembles finished with gelled baby hairs, 
intricate braids, and oversized facial 
jewelry. He paired the high pretension 
of Victorian style with the tough aes- 
thetic of the cholas. 


“The cholas are very Latin, and very — 


stylish, which I love,” Tisci said, ac- 
cording to the Financial Times last 
week. “And Victoriana is an obsession 
which I have had since childhood but 
was afraid to explore until now.” 

Cultural appropriation happens 
when members of a dominant group 
exploit the culture of less privileged 
groups - typically with little to no un- 
derstanding of the minority group’s 
history, experience and traditions. 

Givenchy’s use of cultural appropria- 
tion is particularly problematic because 
of the lack of diversity among the mod- 
els he used. They were predominantly 
white. 

While originally inspired by the 
Latin American street culture and good 
intent, the designer's means of paying 
tribute can come off as exploitative. 

The models rocked facial jewels that 
matched their bejeweled septum pierc- 
ings and earrings. Their hair was pulled 
back and braided with baby hairs swirl- 
ing around the face a la British singer 
FKA Twigs, whose famous baby curls 
alluded to the chola aesthetic. 

However, even Twigs admitted to 
phasing out the hairstyle, according to 
The Guardian. 


WWW. DAILY49ER.COM 


“I used to really enjoy doing [my 
hair] every single day, even if I was late 
I'd squeeze in seven minutes to do [the 
curls],” Twigs said, according to the 
Guardian last year. “But since I did the 
i-D cover, [chola style] has really taken 
over in fashion and music ... I think the 
way it’s taken now, I’m not really down 
with it.” 


Designers need 
to think twice 
before using a 

minority culture 

as “inspiration.” 


The use of the chola style as an inspi- 
ration while ignoring the women who 
come from that culture is an act of cul- 
tural appropriation. It isn’t paying trib- 
ute if you don’t include and praise the 
women you were inspired by. 

“The message this sends, even 
though it is hopefully inadvertent, is 
that baby hairs can look ‘chic’ on white 
girls, but are still “hood’ on Latina and 
Black girls,” according to fashion site 
Refinery 29 last week. 

Fashion has always intended to push 
the boundaries. There is a need and 
desire for shock value in the fashion 
industry to constantly keep people sur- 
prised and intrigued. The Zoolander 
stunt at Valentino sparked hype for the 
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upcoming movie release next year, Al- 
exander Wang challenged fashion week 
goers to cross the bridge to Brooklyn for 
New York Fashion Week 2014 and Rick 
Owens provoked questions of male ob- 
jectification with his peep-hole fashion, ° 
which revealed his models’ penises. 

Despite the rather common stunts 
and surprises pulled’ during fashion 
week, cultural appropriation is never 
okay, and it has affected every minority 
culture. 

For example, the Native American 
headdresses, typically reserved for 
highly honored chiefs and warriors, 
have been disrespectfully used time 
after time. Pharrell Williams wore the 
headdress on the cover of Elle UK, and 
Gwen Stefani wore it in No Doubt’s 
“Looking Hot” music video. 

In another example, Katy Perry ap- 
propriated Chinese and Japanese cul- 
ture in her geisha-inspired 2013 Ameri- 
can Music Awards performance, which 
incorrectly blended two Asian cultures 
with Japanese cherry blossoms — a Chi- 
nese fan dance performed by non-Asian 
dancers in kimonos, and Perry’s geisha 
costume which was actually a combina- 
tion of a Japanese kimono and a Chi- 
nese cheongsam. 

Designers and celebrities need to 
correctly pay tribute to the cultures 
that they use as inspiration. As public 
figures and trendsetters, fashion de- 
signers must take care not to misinform 
the public who look up to them. 


Jessica Wu is a double major in public 
relations and fashion merchandising. 


JOURNALISM AND PUBLIC RELATIONS DAY 


© Mike Altieri, LA Kings Vice President of 
Communications and — 
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DIVERSITY IN SPORTS JOURNALISM: THE 
PORTRAYAL OF MINORITY AND FEMALE ATHLETES 
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‘Lo killa monarch 


Kendrick Lamar’s latest 


release boldly expresses 
the burden of fame, hood 


politics and race. 


By STEPHANIE THAI 
Assistant Video Producer 


Because of its early and unex- 
pected release, Kendrick Lamar’s 
album “To Pimp a Butterfly” is the 
drop that needs to be heard around 
the world. 

Alongside rap and vocals, La- 
mar’s third album “To Pimp a But- 
terfly” not only embodies his poetic 
street-style of storytelling but also 
embraces experimental elements of 
jazz, funk and spoken word. 

In an interview with Rolling 
Stone magazine, Lamar talks about 
how his title was inspired by Harper 
Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird” which 
tells the story in the perspective of 
Scout and Jem, two children who 
go through the stages of childhood 
innocence to experiencing evil and 
confronting it at an adult level. 

Starting off as caterpillars that 


eventually break out from 
their cocoons—or, essen- 
tially the hood—the ex- 
traordinary artists even- 
tually grow into the bold 
and beautiful butterflies 
that unexpectedly emerge 
onto the scene. 
Unfortunately, with the 
sad reality of fame comes 
the price of having to strug- 
gle and maintain the artist’s 
original beauty and work 
without being seen as “pimped out” 
or sold out. 

In the very end of the album’s last 
song “Mortal Man,” Lamar is inter- 
viewing rapper Tupac Shakur and 
reads Shakur a written poem that al- 
ludes to his perception and belief on, 
how in the end, everyone falls victim 
to becoming institutionalized. 

“The butterfly represents the tal- 
ent, the thoughtfulness and the 
beauty within the caterpillar,” La- 
mar reads. “But having a harsh out- 
look on life the caterpillar sees the 
butterfly as weak and figures out a 
way to pimp it to his own benefit.” 

With as much influence Lamar 
has on the mainstream and society, 
his take on “Mortal Man” only leads 
one to believe how ruthlessly driven 
he is to express himself and the mes- 


sage he wants people to receive. 

Although it is the last and con- 
cluding song to his album, it is not 
the only one that really allows the 
listener to see Lamar’s true colors. 

Lamar shouts, he screams and 
even cries throughout the album, 
which deviates from the vainglori- 
ous stereotypical image one might 
expect from a “rapper.” 

But that’s the point. 

In “The Blacker The Berry,” La- 
mar further expresses his social 
conscience and unravels the unrest 
that comes along with it by address- 
ing recent political issues. 

“So why did I cry when Trayvon 
Martin was killed in the street,” raps 
Lamar. “When gangbangin’ make 
me kill a nigga blacker than me? 
Hypocrite!” ; 

He appears to show that he has 
no fearin owning up to his mistakes 
and gives the listeners the ability to 
image he sees in the mirror every- 
day through his lyrical capabilities. 

Some might even call it his hard 
attempt at “romanticizing” politics 
but truly Lamar falls far away from 
that spectrum. 

Since 2003, Lamar has been a 
huge part of the music industry 
since he was 16. Lamar started to 
gain more notoriety and fame once 


his song “Swimming Pools” 
hit the mainstream in 2012 
from his album “good kid, 
m.A.A.d city.” 

Like his newest album,. 
“good kid, m.A.A.d city” 
showed Lamar’s ability to 
humbly acknowledge that 
he is a human being who will 
make mistakes. This proves 
evident in. one of his older sin- 
gles, “Bitch, Don’t Kill my Vibe.” 

“I am a sinner, who's probably 
gonna sin again,” Lamar says. 

In “good kid, m.A.A.d city,” the 
song “Compton” Lamar also raps 
about the socioeconomic chal- 
lenges that he’s overcome from 
living in an area notorious for 
being one of the ghettos in 
America and how it’s shaped him as 
an individual based.on his experi- 
ence. ; 

“America target our rap market, 
its controversy and hate,” raps La- 
mar. “Harsh realities we in made 
our music translate.” 

But unlike most rappers who 
went through the same struggle, “To 
Pimp a Butterfly” solidifies that La- 


-mar’s grasp on the industry will be 


used to educate:and encourage his 
listeners through one of the purest 


_ form of self expression: rap. 


Introduction to online television 


On the verge of 
cancellation, 
“Community” finally 
escaped the darkest 
timeline by going 
online. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 
Radio Producer 


The hash tag #SixSeasonsAn- 
dA Movie is one step closer to becom- 
ing reality for fans of cult comedy 
“Community.” 

Just in case you are: suffering 
from Changnesia, “Community” is 
officially back for season six on Yahoo! 
Screen. Its first episode debuted on 
March 17 and is already moving onto 
the season’s third installment. 

Yahoo! will roll out a new 
episode every Tuesday with 11 more 
remaining in the season. 

NBC never gave the show the 
attention and care that it deserved. 
Now on a new network and platform, : 
a lot has changed inside of the show 
and beyond the fourth wall. 

So what does the show that is 
known from its meta-humor do in the 
first two episodes? 

Lets see, the campus cafeteria roof 
collapses because of some Frisbees. 
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After being canceled in May 2014, “Community” finds itself back for a 
sixth season when it premiered on Yahoo! Screen on March 17. 


The gang opens an underground 
speakeasy behind a sandwich shop. 
“Community” is definitely back. 

Discussion between characters in 
these episodes carry over as a meta- 
conversation with fans of the show, in 
regards to how much has changed. 

Most of the cast is self-aware of the 
fact that they’re missing three of its 
original members. 

Sure things will never be the same, 
but they are making the best of the 
situation. The alterations are not all 
bad. The show wants fans to accept 


the transformation, and eases fans’ 


into the change by sticking to the 
comedic roots that formed its fanbase. 
In just these first two episodes 
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alone, it’s obvious Yahoo! is letting 
“Community” go places where NBC 
never did. ¢ 

The show opens up with early 
season shots of familiar locations that 
have not been visited since the series’ 
inception. 

It’s so satisfying to see a university- 
based show filmed at an actual college, 
Los Angeles City College, rather 
than the awkward, staged setup that 
removed the audience from the story. 

In a separate scene Britta (Gillian 
Jacobs) can bee seen driving a car, 
and even a tricycle—something that 
probably would have never happened 
with NBC’s picking up the tab. 

These changes makes the’ series 
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seem more grounded and real, even 
though essentially the series is wacky 
at heart. It makes one wonder of what 
is to come in future episodes. 
Swapping platforms also lets 
“Community” extend its study hours. 
Each episode runs approximately 28 
minutes compared to the typical 22 


_ to 24 minutes that was allotted by 


network television. 

‘Creator Dan Harmon mentioned 
many times on DVD commentary that 
jokes and material were frequently 
cut in order to make restrictions set 
by NBC, making the switch to online 
streets ahead. © 

The new episodes also serve as an 
introduction of two new characters. 
Frankie (Paget Brewster), a consultant, 
who was hired to get Greendale back 
on track, and Elroy (Keith David), an 
inventor, who enrolls in the school. 

While they do not replace the 
characters fans have lost throughout 
the series, they fit right in because 
they have their own.little quirks. 

Frankie boldly — states _ that 
Greendale is “weird, passionate and 
gross” to summarize why she intends 
to fix the campus, a loose parallel to 
the show itself. 

Community is unstoppable, 
which is why NBC couldn’t kill it. 
It’s a great show about ordinary 


* people, who just‘ so happened to 


experience extraordinary things— 
like the community that brought 
“Community” back. 
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SOFTBALL 


JOHN Fajarpo | Dairy 49ER 


Long Beach State infielder Julia Lombardi, above, sets up in fielding 
position during a game. Lombardi has a batting average of .340 after 94 
at bats this season. Long Beach State infielder Lauren Lombardi, below, 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


swings at a pitch from Stanford on Feb. 28 at Mayfair Park. 


49ers earn playoft appearance 


LBSU gets one more shot with a spot in the WNIT nemesis. 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball team will play in the Women’s 
National Invitational Tournament for 
the second time in three years against 
the University of San Diego on Thurs- 
day at Jenny Craig Pavilion. 

The Beach (22-9, 9-7) earned a post- 
season berth after winning over 20 
wins during the regular season for the 
first time since the 1999-00 season. 
The 49ers had their best overall record 
since the 1990-91 season (24-8.) Head 
coach Jody Wynn said the postseason 
berth is a testament to the all the work 

_ the team put in this season. 

“Tm just extremely proud of our 
women [for] persevering through 
quite a bit of injury adversity down 
the stretch,” Wynn said. “To be able 
to play in the postseason is an honor. 
We're just really happy to be still be 


playing and our girls have tremendous - 


chemistry.” 

The 49ers will face a tough road test 
playing on USD’s home court where 
the Toreros are a solid 13-2. 

“[USD is] very good,” Wynn said. 
“They were the second best team in 
the WCC and they got experience. It’s 
definitely going to be a challenge. It’s 
always good to be able to play quality 
opponents. That’s why we schedule 
who we schedule in the preseason.” 

USD (24-6, 14-4) finished the 
regular with the second best record in 
the West Coast Conference on their 
way to earning the No. 2 seed in the 
conference tourney. The Toreros lost 
in the WCC tournament semifinals to 
San Francisco 65-57 on March 9. 

For LBSU, Thursday night will be 
the third time in school history that 
it earns an invite to the WNIT. Utah 


defeated the 49ers 56-49, two years 
ago inside the Walter Pyramid. 

The 49ers will have their hands 
full with containing Torero’s leading 
scorer Malina Hood, who has nailed a 
total of 81 triples throughout the year 
while averaging 15 points per game. 

Wynn joked that the 49ers can’t 
mistake Malina Hood for her twin 
sister, Maya Hood. : 

“We have to tighten things up 
[on defense] and be more aware if 
someone has a hot hand,” Wynn 
said. “[Hood] shoots a lot of them 
and shoots at a very high percent- 
age (.384.) We can’t get confused on 
which one’s the shooter and which 
one is not. Maya does not shoot the 
three and Malina is a prolific three 
point shooter.” 

As has been the case the last few 
weeks, LBSU will rely on its three 
seniors - Lauren Spargo, Alex Sanchez 
and Hallie Meneses - carry the load 
in a win-or-go home situation. 

“Those three seniors, when they 
graduate they walk away really proud 
of the way they left our program,” 
Wynn said. “And they’re a huge part 
of this turnaround.” 

Spargo became the 23rd member of 
LBSU’s 1,000-point scorers club when 
the 49ers lost at Cal State Northridge 
77-61 on March 5. 

“It’s exciting because it’s like a 
second-chance, a second life almost,” 
Spargo said. “I’m excited to get some 
redemption for myself because I didn’t 
end the season particularly the way I 
would have hoped.” 

Wynn said Meneses’ contributions 
to LBSU, along with the rest of the 
team, has led to the program’s transi- 
tion. The 49ers recorded one of their 
best turnaround seasons in school ~ 
history, buoyed by a 15-game winning 
streak in the middle of the season 

Tip-off between LBSU and USD is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. 


— SPORES : 
THE LOMBARDIS 


BRING THE LUMBER 


Long Beach State softball siblings are a force to be reckoned with. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Contributing Writer 


Inseparable since childhood, Julia 
and Lauren Lombardi are reunited and 
thriving at Long Beach State. 

Born only a year apart, Julia and Lau- 
ren moved up the youth softball ranks 
and attended West Ranch High School 
in Stevenson Ranch together for three 
years until Lauren graduated to play 


- softball at LBSU. It was the first time 


they were separated for longer than a 
few months. x 

“I was used to always, for a short 
time, not being on the same team as 
[Julia],” Lauren said. “It was kind of 
weird for such an extended period of 
time. It was definitely something I had 
to get used to.” 

For a while, it seemed like the sisters 


would never officially play together 


again. Julia wanted to keep her options 
open as far as committing to college, 
but when LBSU came knocking during 
her senior year she couldn'’t resist. 
“Seeing [Lauren] commit [to LBSU] 


BASEBALL 


Clash with 


‘Titans 


and always talk about the positives, like 
being closer to home and staying in 
California, our parents can come watch 
us, and then the fact that I would still 
be with her,” Julia said. “I knew what to 
expect.” 

Lauren could not hide her excitement 
when Julia committed to the 49ers. She 
said she didn’t want to persuade Julia in 
any way, she wanted her sister to make 
her own decisions. 

“Deep down I was really hoping that 
she would decide to come here,” Lauren 
said. “So, I’m really happy.” 

In their first season together at 
LBSU, their stats are strikingly similar. 
Julia is hitting .340/.367/.564 with five 
home runs, while Lauren is batting 
-337/.426/.565 on the season. 

However, they are both quick to 
point out that they are very different 
players. 

“Tm probably just a little bit stronger, 
just from catching,” Lauren said. “[Julia] 
is taller than me so she’s better at first 


" base. We also have different approaches 


up to bat, like Ill usually do pretty well 
with the low balls, and she’s always been 
able to get on top of something.” 

_ Lauren and Julia’s physical approach 
in the batter’s box may be different, 


the 


The Dirtbags look to make a home stand against a 


familiar conference nemesis. 


By EDDIE RIVERA 
Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State baseball team 
will take on Big West rivals Cal State 
Fullerton for a three-game series that 
starts Friday at Blair Field. The series 
will count as nonconference. 

The rivalry between these two 
teams started in 1989 during Dave 
Snows 13 year tenure as the Dirtbags 
head coach. Snow turned the baseball 
program around for the team. The 
Dirtbags and the Titans combined to 
win 12 of 13 Big West championships 
during his time. 

The Titans (9-9) lead the all-time 
series 133-63 over the Dirtbags (10-7) 
and took 25 of the last 31 games. 
Sophomore shortstop Garrett Hamp- 
son Said it’s a big series that the team 
will not take lightly. 

“The first thing the alumni talk 
about when they come back is how 
important it is to beat Fullerton,” 
Hampson said. “All the team’s success 
is measured on how we play against 
them.” 5 

Hampson leads the team offensive- 
ly but the Dirtbags have struggled as a 
whole with just a .232 batting average. 
They rank dead last in both runs 
and hits in the Big West Conference. 
Hampson said that the Titans won’t 
give them many free opportunities, 
which is true since the Titans rank 
fourth in the nation in strikeout-to- 
walk ratio 

A sluggish offense will force the 
Dirtbags to rely on their impressive 
pitching staff once again. Their pitch- 


ing is among the best in the nation 
and they are averaging 10.1 strikeouts 
per nine innings, which ranks them 
at second in the nation. They also 
rank fourth in the nation in hits al- 
lowed per nine innings. e 
Senior right-hander Kyle Friedrichs 
allowed just four walks this season 
but ranks 11th in the nation with 42 
strikeouts thrown. Friedrichs holds 
a record 3-1 this season and has been 
focusing on attacking the strike zone 
in practice in order to pick up another 
win. 
“Tve been working on staying down 


’ because once I go up I get hit around 


alot,” Friedrichs said. “This matchup 
is really important because it defines 
your career as a Dirtbag.” 

Junior right-handed reliever Ty 
Provencher is struggling lately due to 
a thumb injury but will look to bounce 
back this weekend now that it’s healed. 
Provencher has a 1.17 earned run aver- 
age and a team-leading four saves. 

Provencher, who was born and 
raised in Long Beach, said that he is 
excited for the matchup that he has 
been watching since he was a kid. In 
anticipation of the matchup Provench- 
er learned a new pitch, the splitter. 

“It’s a hard pitch to control because 
you really need competitive juices and 
to be in game,” Provencher said. “For. 
three years I never had a ball in my 
arsenal that would drop, so it’s pretty 
cool.” 

The Titans are struggling right now 
with four straight losses under fourth 
year head coach Rick Vanderhook. 

The (Titan’s/Dirthbag’s) Junior 
right-hander Thomas Eshelman is off 
to a strong start this year. He is just a 


but their mental approach to softball 
is identical due in large part to their 
father, Phil Lombardi. 

“Our dad talks a lot about the mental 
game,” Julia said. “That’s what he likes 
to focus on. Before and after every game 
he'll talk [to us] about our mindset.” » 

Phil was a ball player himself many. 
years ago. The New York Yankees draft- 
ed him in 1981, and made his major 
league debut in 1986 after five years in 
the minors. He played for the Yankees 
for two years before being traded to the 
cross-town rival Mets. He played a year 
with the Mets before retiring in 1990. 

“[My dad] is very passionate about 
the game,” Julia said. “So from the start, 
we were just bound to play.” : 

Head coach Kim Sowder said Julia 
and Lauren’s confidence and swagger 
are just some of the few qualities the 
sisters share that allow them to be so 
successful, and believes those qualities 
were passed down from Phil. 

“They're both great competitors,” 
Sowder said. “It’s in their genes. They're 
both very clutch hitters. They're very 
confident in the box. They have the 
mentality that they believe they're going 
to get it done every time, which is what 
you need and want as a coach.” 


Bossy YAGAKE | DaiLy 49ER 
Long Beach State third baseman 

Nico Maida attempts to throw out a 
George Washington runner at first 
base in Blair Field on March 11. 


week removed from winning Big West 
Pitcher of the week award honors. 
Eshelman has thrown 45 strikeouts 
this season, which ranks sixth in’the 
nation and leads the Big West. 

“We're going to need to get the bun- 
ting game going,” Hampson said. “We 
néed to get the pitcher off the mound 
and make him uncomfortable.” 

While the pitching has been solid 
this season for the Titans they have 
been challenged offensively so far. The 
Titans are batting a .246 average have 
the second fewest total combined hits 
in the Big West. 

Junior Jake Jefferies and sophomore 
Josh Estill have been the most consis- 
tent at the plate for the Titans. They 
have both garnished a Big West Field 
Player this season. Jefferies leads the 


‘team with 21 hits and 11 runs. Estill 


leads the team with 16 RBI, a .339 
batting average and a .542 slugging 
percentage. 

The first pitch for the rivalry game 
is scheduled for 6 p.m. 


